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Welcome to Trinidad and Tobago... 

 

No journey is complete if you do not remember where you started. 

 

Destiny is indeed powerful. It was fate for our paths to meet here at the 6th 

Annual Global Policy Forum in Port of Spain. 

 

For some of you, your journey to the GPF 2014 started perhaps six years ago 

when you were among the first members of AFI attending the GPF, or perhaps it 

started before. 

 

I understand for some you, the journey to GPF, Port of Spain, was harrowing, 

ranging from as short as two hours to as long as two days. 

 

Regrettably a few of you endured every traveler’s nightmare from cancelled flights, 

to lost luggage, to stringent immigration checks. 

 

However, I hope the smiling faces of my central bank staff who greeted you at the 

airport, the official and sometimes heart-stopping police escort from the airport to 

the Hyatt, and a hopefully smooth check-in all helped to make up for the 

frustrations of an arduous journey. 

 

I know the work you will put in here for the next two days will also make your 

journey worth the inconveniences you faced. 

 

My GPF 2014 journey started two years ago. The first speech I delivered after 

being appointed Governor shaped my destiny, as it was on the topic of financial 

inclusion.  

 

Seven months after, Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, became the 100th 

member of the Alliance for Financial Inclusion. And six months later, my Senior 

Manager, with responsibility for everything under the sun, (as I have retitled her 
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position), Nicole Crooks, came to Malaysia and accepted the Gong for Trinidad 

and Tobago to host GPF 2014.  

 

So that is the story of "how" we all got here. 

 

Now I'll tell you the "why" you got here, from a Trinidad and Tobago perspective. 

 

For the last thirty years, starting with when I was a teenager, (and yes I was a 

teenager 30 years ago, not yesterday as some of you seem to think, pointing out 

out my boyish looks), there have been a few financial crises that have gripped our 

country...  

 

It has been painful to see people suffer after placing their trust in financial 

institutions that ran aground. I would say maybe that is when destiny played a 

part in my life and I became an economist, instead of a medical doctor.  

 

We are here because I think all of us know how fragile financial systems are, and 

as we have seen around the world in the last seven years, when these fragile 

systems break, lives are broken. 

 

GPF is, therefore, a significant investment we are all making in strengthening our 

financial systems, for our people's benefit and for our own benefit. 

 

To secure our people's financial lives...That is the simple reason we are all here. 

 

Through our work in developing financial inclusion strategies, we are helping to 

provide vulnerable citizens in our countries with better access to banking services 

and to credit. We are providing them with a way to at least save some of their 

earnings to invest in their education, or to even start a new business.  

 

We are helping to make a difference between many of our people being caught in 

a vicious cycle of poverty, or escaping and moving into a virtuous circle of growth 

and prosperity. 
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We are all on a journey. Our destiny has put us together on this journey. AFI's 

journey to independence progressed in Port of Spain and we are honored to share 

in your journey.  

 

AFI will no longer be a network. In my view, AFI is more than an independent 

institution. AFI is a family of central bankers and financial policymakers. And like 

all families, we look after each family member. 

 

Like it was my destiny to become an economist, I consider my work as a central 

banker even more critical and important, than if I were saving people's lives as a 

medical doctor. 

 

I hope you never forget how and why you are here and the importance of our 

financial inclusion work. 

 

So, as I started remember where you come from, as it will guide your work over 

the next few days. 

 

 In closing, I seize the opportunity to publicly say thank you to my Central Bank 

of Trinidad and Tobago family for their yeoman service to financial inclusion… 

Thank you to my liaison officers, drivers, utility attendants and security officers 

who are all working round the clock shifts… thank you to Betty and her 50th 

Anniversary team…thank you to Charlene and her Corporate Communications 

team, and, of course, a heartfelt thank you to Nicole who brought you all to 

paradise.  

 

May the AFI family continue to grow in strength and make the difference we all 

want to see in our people’s financial lives.  

 

I thank you.  


